Caveat emptor: a critical analysis of the costs of drugs used for pain management.
With the cost of prescription drugs rising at three times the rate of other products, nurses can play a principal role in assisting clients and communities to ask critical questions regarding the costs and benefits of pharmacologic therapies. Building on an expanded view of client and environment, this article applies the process and concepts of critical social theory to critique the ideologic, social, political, and economic conditions contributing to tensions between quality and costs using pain-relieving drugs as a clinical example. Implications and strategies for nursing in the research and practice arenas are also proposed.